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SUBJ: MARINE SECURITY GUARD - PROTECTIVE SECURITY TEAM ASMARA 

REE STATE 56386 

1. REFTEL SEEMS TO INDICATE DEPARTMENTAL BELIEF THAT 
SOMEHOW EPMG HAS IN FACT ALREADY ACCEPTED PRINCIPLE OE 
IMMUNITY FOR PROTECTIVE SECURITY TEAM OE MARINES IN ASMARA 
SUBJECT TO MINOR DETAILS WHICH WE HAVE SUBMITTED TO EPMG 
PER STATE 36977 AND STATE 8703. WE REGRET TO INFORM YOU 
THAT THIS NOT REPEAT NOT THE CASE. WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED 
REPLY FROM MOFA. UNTIL WE DO, THE MATTER IS STILL AN 

OPEN QUESTION. 

2. IN PRACTICE THIS MEANS THAT IF DEPT SENDS TWO SPECIALLY 
TRAINED MARINES TO ASMARA, THEY WILL NOT REPEAT NOT BE 
ABLE TO PEFORM SPECIAL FUNCTIONS FOR WHICH THEY TRAINED. 

THEY WOULD SIMPLY JOIN OTHER MEMBERS OE DETACHMENT AS 
WATCHSTANDERS. IF DEPT HAS IN MIND THAT TEAM WOULD 
PERFORM PROTECTIVE FUNCTIONS ANYWAY, WE CANNOT AGREE. 

EPMG IS FULLY AWARE OF OUR REQUEST AND WOULD SPOT MARINES 
IN THIS ROLE IMMEDIATELY. REACTION WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY 
FOLLOW, PROBABLY DETRIMENTAL TO OUR INTEESTS, AND WE 
CANNOT AFFORD TO JEOPARDIZE, EVEN IN THE SMALL DEGREE, 
SECURITY WE HAVE BEEN ABLE MAINTAIN IN ASMARA. 

3. WE HAVE NO OBJECTION IF DEPT WISHES SEND TEAM TO 
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ASMARA NOW, BUT IT MUST BE CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD THAT UNTIL 
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WE GET GREEN LIGHT FROM EPMG, THEY WILL NOT ACT AS BODY- 
GUARDS TO COVER PO'S MOVEMENTS OUTSIDE CONGEN COMPOUND 
UNLESS DEPT IS PREPARED TO DROP OR MODIFY ITS INSISTENCE 
ON IMMUNITY. 

HUMMEL 
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